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The Bush Economy
Slowest Job Growth of Any Administration in over 

70 Years
Change in Nonfarm Employment
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The Bush Economy
Slowest Private Sector Job Growth of Any 

Administration in over 70 Years
Change in Private Nonfarm Employment



The Bush Economy
The Most Protracted Postwar Jobs Slump
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The Bush Economy
Unemployment Rate up by 0.3 Percentage Point
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The Bush Economy
Over 800,000 More Unemployed Workers
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The Bush Economy
Over 60 Percent More Long-Term Unemployment
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The Bush Economy
Large Projected Surpluses Turned into Large Deficits
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The Bush Economy
$4.3 Trillion More Debt in 2008
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The Bush Economy
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The Bush Economy
One of Only Three Administrations with an 

Average Annual Decline in Household Income
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The Bush Economy
Real Median Household Income Down $1,273



The Bush Economy
Real Household Income Has Declined for 

All Income Groups since 2000
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The Bush Economy
Administration with Second Largest Average 

Annual Rise in the Poverty Rate

-0.90

-1.34

0.30 0.30

0.00

0.45

-0.44

0.33

-0.27

-1.8

-1.3

-0.8

-0.3

0.2

0.7

Ken
ned

y

Jo
hnso

n

Nixo
n

Ford

Cart
er

Rea
gan

G.H
.W

.B
ush

Clin
ton

G.W
.B

ush

Change in Poverty Rate

Source: Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Commerce.

A
ve

ra
ge

 a
nn

ua
l c

ha
ng

e 
(p

er
ce

nt
ag

e 
po

in
ts

)



37.0

31.6

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

2000 2005

M
ill

io
ns

Number of People in Poverty

Source: Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Commerce.

The Bush Economy
5.4 Million More Americans in Poverty
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The Bush Economy
6.8 Million More Americans Without Health Insurance
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